Advocacy Public Policy Institute / Washington, DC / March 2010
Attendees:  Cecil Coates-Co-Chair Government Relations NCSCA, Deirdre Williams- President Elect NCSCA, Stephen Kennedy-Emerging Leader NCSCA

Sunday, March 7, 2010

I. Registration / Welcome Reception

II. General Session

a. Richard Wong, ASCA Executive Director

b. Patricia Nailor, ASCA President

III. Current Issues

a. Not so good-

i. Budget

ii. School counselor jobs being cut

b. Good-

i. Fall / Spring Conferences still being held

ii. Legislative Days still being held

iii. North Carolina specific:

1. Fall NCSCA Conference

2. NCSCA Legislative Day

3. NCSCA School Legislative Day

Monday, March 08, 2010

I. General Session

a. A Year in Review

i. February 2010:  President released proposed budget with an increase of $3.5 billon (7.5%)

ii. Only Ed and Defense budgets saw any increases due to current economic climate.

iii. Proposes to consolidate 38 existing programs into 9 new funding streams.

iv. ESSCP (Elementary & Secondary School Counseling Program)  and 5 other programs consolidated into the Successful, Safe & Healthy Students Program.

v. President requested $410 million for SSHS Program (comprised of several smaller federal programs:

1. Alcohol Abuse Reduction

2. ESSCP (Elementary & Secondary School Counseling Program)
3. Foundations for learning

4. Mental Health Integration

5. PEP

6. Safe and Drug Frees Schools and Communities Nat’l Activities

vi. Representative Langevin (D-RI0 and Senator Feingold (D-WI) have already to the circulation of a DCL encouraging members of Congress to support the highest, fiscally responsible number for ESSCP-we’re shooting for %55 million.  House letter is circulating now-Senate will be soon.

vii. ASCA will be meeting with members of the appropriations committee to request money.
viii. What do states have to do?

ix. No Child Left Behind

1. NCLB was up for reauthorization in 2007.
2. In late August 2008, the house Ed and Labor Committee released a draft.  That effort ended due to election season.
3. Since then it has taken a back seat to Health Care.
4. In Feb. 2010 the House announced a renewed interest in getting the bill done this session.  House accepting comments by 3/26.

5. Senate has released the first of a series of hearings (3/9 Dirksen 430-2:00pm).
6. Bills to Watch

a. Pathways to College Act

b. Increased Student Achievement through Increased Student Supports Act

c. Student Non Discrimination Act

d. Social Emotional Learning Bill

b. Bills / Moderator-Amanda Fitzgerald, Director of Public Policy (ASCA)
i. Pathways to College Act (Lexi Saudargas, Office of Senator Durbin / D-IL 

1. A bipartisan bill introduced by Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL) and Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) in the Senate and Reps. Tim Bishop (D-NY) and Vernon Ehlers )R-MI in the House.  
2. This bill would create a competitive grant program under No Child Left Behind to provide low-income school districts with funding to increase college enrollment rates.  Required activities include; providing professional development to school counselors in post-secondary advising; ensuring each student has at least one meeting with a counselor to discuss post-secondary planning; providing college and financial adi information to all students and parents; and ensuring that each school in the district develops a comprehensive plan of action to strengthen its college-going culture.  
ii. Increased Student Achievement through Increased Student Support Act / HR 1361 / S 538 / (Emily)

1. Sponsors:  Rep. Towns (NY, Senator Lincoln (AR).
2. Purpose of the this Bill:

a. Support students who are at risk of negative educational outcomes;

b. Improve student achievement in such areas;

c. Improve recruitment and retention of school counselors, school psychologists, and school social workers working in such areas;

d. Improve the retention of teachers who are highly qualified in such areas;

e. Improve working conditions for all school personnel in such areas.

3. This bill creates a federal grant program designed to increase the number of school counselors, school psychologists, and school social workers serving low-income education agencies (LEAs).

iii. Student Non Discrimination Act / Spiros Protopsaltis, Office of Rep Polis (D-CC) / HR 4530 / 75 co-sponsors

1. Purpose:

a. Establish a comprehensive Federal prohibition of discrimination in public schools based on actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity.
b. Provide protections for LGBT students and ensure that all students have access to public education in a safe environment free from discrimination, including harassment, bullying, intimidation and violence.
c. Provide meaningful and effective remedies )loss of federal funding and legal cause of action for victims) for discrimination in public schools based on actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity, modeled after Title IX.

d. Studies show that LGBT students are 2-3 times harassed more so than heterosexuals.
iv. No Child Left Behind Update / Maria Worthen, Senate HELP Committee / Senator Tom Hurkins
1. Where are we with the reauthorization of the NCLB?
a. Elementary Secondary Education Act  passed in 1965.
b. Data consistently shows inequities in schools.
c. Making AYP become more important than teaching students and preparing them for the next step
d. Goal-graduate students that are prepared for life.
e. ESSCP-great but only helped few schools.
f. Curriculum Assessments and Student Support tend to be the major conflicts.
g. President Obama:  Elementary School Counselor Programs-zeroed out.
h. $365 to $410 million-pushing more academics and student support.
c. Relevant Research and National Activities / Moderator: Amanda Fitzgerald, Director of Public Policy ASCA

i. Common Core Standards / Elizabeth Partoyan, Strategic Initiative Director, Next Generation Learners, Council of Chief State School Officers

1. Overview:  State-led and developed common core standards for K-12 in English/language arts and mathematics that can be adopted by states

2. To maintain the integrity of the common core, on-going and regular revisions and adjustments will be necessary / www.corestandards.org. 

3. Why is this important now?

a. Disparate standards across states

b. States are ready and able for collective action

c. Global competition

d. Today’s jobs require different skills

e. Supportive political climate
4. Why is this good for students, educators, and states?

a. Prepares students with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in college and careers

b. Ensures consistent expectations regardless of student’s zip code

c. Provides educators clear, focused guideposts

d. Offers economies of scale

5. What Momentum is There for the Initiative?

a. 48 states, the District of Columbia, and two territories have signed on to the Common Core State Standards Initiative

6. Other:  

a. Criteria for the Standards 

b. Overview of the Process 

c. About the K-12 Standards 

d. Definition of Adoption 

e. Common Standards:  The First Step 

f. How Can this Help Change What Happens in the Classroom? 

g. Getting Involved: www.corestandards.org / Updates at: www.ccsso.org/whats_new/newsletters/commoncoreupdates.html / elizabethp@ccsso.org 
ii. Dropout Factory Research / Lyndsay Pinkus, Director, Strategic Initiatives, Alliance for Excellent Education IDEA Partnership Communities of Practice

1. Every Child a Graduate

a. High Schools: In Need of Improvement

i. Graduation rates

ii. (posted ASCA website) www.all4ed.gov
iii. IDEA Partnership Communities of Practice / Stacy Skalski, Director of Public Policy, Nat’l Assn. of School Psychologists
1. Practice Group: Building a Collaborative Culture for Student Mental Health 

a. Purpose of the Practice Group
i. School-community models of practice needs to demonstrate and promote collaborative models that build upon the priorities and strengths of different professionals.
ii. There is a supply/demand shortage of school and community child mental health professionals in the country.
iii. Existing training program capacity will not meet this demand.  There is also a shortage of professors.
iv. State higher education funding support is diminishing. 

b. Mission Statement

i. To promote the active exchange of ideas and collaboration between school employed and community employed mental health providers, educators, and families.
1. To support the social, emotional and mental health and the academic success of all children and adolescents.

2. Through collaboration school, family, and community resources can better serve the educational and social/emotional needs of all students and assist in ensuring good mental health. 

3. 2009-2010 Goal:  To develop tools and resources to assist schools in the development of comprehensive collaborative school mental health programs that support the social, emotional, and academic development of all students.

4. Other found at: www.sharedwork.org 
a. History of the Practice Group

b. Core Beliefs

c. Status of Related Tasks

d. Federal Funding and Grant Programs / Moderator: Jill Cook, Assistant Director ASCA

i. Safe, Successful and Health Students Program / Kristen Harper, Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools, US Dept. of Education
1. President Obama:  “Produce a higher percentage of college graduates than any other country in the world by the end of the next decade.” 
2. Simple role:  Students can’t learn if they don’t feel safe.

3. Goals / Focus and Approach:

a. Adopt Rigorous Standards / Shift to School Climate Force ( greater efficiency in grant making, adding key elements of health and safety, greater recognition of the complexity of school environments)

b. Invest in School Climate Data Systems (supplement current data collection with survey data, target high-need schools, tailor programming/interventions to unique school needs)

c. Developed by:

i. Eleven “Listening & Learning” Sessions

ii. School Climate Expert panel

iii. Harvard EDLabs Session

iv. Sessions with Middle and High Schools

v. Webinar with School Climate Experts

vi. Webinar with State SDFS Coordinators

vii. “Listening and Learning Reunion” Session

4. Model Consist of:
a. Relationships

b. Respect for Diversity

c. School Participation 

d. Safety:  Emotional & Physical Safety, Substance Use

e. Environment: Physical Environment clean, Academic Environment-high expectations of all students, Wellness, Disciplinary Environment

f. Next Steps

g. Launch New School Climate Grant Program

h. Develop a Model School Climate Survey

i. ESEA Reauthorization: Successful, Safe, and Healthy Students.

ii. Typical or Troubled Youth?  Education Program / Colleen Reilly, American Psychiatric Foundation

1. Understanding the Need

a. Mission-to impact local and national public understanding that mental illnesses are real and can be effectively treated

b. 3 key signs for stakeholders: 
i. Notice the warning signs 
ii. Talk to students and parents  
iii. Take action to refer to help
c. Involve key stakeholders

d. Professional Development / Training available / Technical Assistance, Brochures, Power Point, Web based information
e. Program Includes:

i. State of the problem

ii. Treatment

iii. Steps to take

iv. Warning signs

v. Normal teen development

vi. Types of mental health problems

vii. Referral process

viii. Talking to parents

ix. Managing the classroom

f. Implemented in 370 schools from Alaska to Florida

g. Grant Program:  www.psychfoundation.org 

h. 96% thought it was important for teens with MH problems to be identified and referred in school for assessment/treatment.

i. 84% are likely to connect a student they think may be having a MH problem with a MH professional at their school.

iii. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) / Tom Zembar, National Education Association

1. Definition:  The Stimulus, is an economic stimulus package enacted by the 111th United States Congress in February 2009. The Act followed other economic recovery legislation passed in the final year of the Bush presidency including the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 and the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 which created the Troubled Assets Relief Program (TARP).
2. Intentions of the Stimulus:  The stimulus was intended to create jobs and promote investment during the recession. The rationale for the stimulus comes out of the Keynesian economic tradition that argues that government spending should be used to cover the output gap created by the drop in consumer spending during a recession.

3. The measures are nominally worth $787 billion.

4. The Act includes federal tax cuts, expansion of unemployment benefits and other social welfare provisions, and domestic spending in education, health care, and infrastructure, including the energy sector. The Act also includes numerous non-economic recovery related items that were either part of longer-term plans (e.g. a study of the effectiveness of medical treatments) or desired by Congress (e.g. a limitation on executive compensation in federally aided banks added by Senator Dodd and Rep. Frank).

5. Education

a. Senate — $55 billion in state fiscal relief to prevent cuts in education aid and provide block grants; $25 billion to school districts to fund special education and the No Child Left Behind K-12 law; $14 billion to boost the maximum Pell Grant by $400 to $5,250; $2 billion for Head Start.

b. House — Similar aid to states and school districts; $21 billion for school modernization; $16 billion to boost the maximum Pell Grant by $500 to $5,350; $2 billion for Head Start.

c. Conference - The Conference Report merged most education aid with the State Fiscal Stabilization fund (administered by the Department of Education)and gave power over the funds to each governor under voluminous restrictions. The Governor is "Required" to spend $45 billion of the money on education to restore funding to 2008 levels but the mechanisms to enforce state maintenance of effort at 2005-06 levels are complex and potentially impossible to implement.[24] Hard hit states such as Nevada cannot possibly find enough funds to get to the 2005-06 state funding levels for education.[25] Some states with no current budget cuts for education, such as Arkansas and North Carolina, may get nothing.[26] This will result in a monumental 50 state legal and political fight over how to re-budget to best take advantage of the Federal legislation. Many states will further reduce state funds for education to the 2005-06 minimum so these state resources can be used for other state priorities and the net gain for education will be far less than the total Federal appropriation.
e. Planning at the State Level / Jill Cook, ASCA Assistant Director / Amanda Fitzgerald, ASCA Director of Public Policy

i. Based on the APPI, what is one thing you can take back and replicate at the state level?
ii. What about the big picture?  What would you like your state advocacy/legislative agenda look like?

1. Legislative Day:  new agenda due to budget/economics

2. Legislative Day in the schools

3. Legislative Drive in Work Shop (all regions)

4. Suggestions:  invite representative to serve on Advisory Council, create agendas, know your bills

f. Making the Most of Your Hill Visit / Amanda Fitzgerald, ASCA Director of Public Policy

i. Have a “message” and stick to it 
1. be narrow in scope

2. stick to a few main points of support for your issue and make a specific request for action

ii. Bring it Home

1. always connect your issue to your institution or community

2. legislators value your thoughts as a constituent

3. they rely on local stories and sources for the work they do

iii. Make a Specific Request

1. the purpose is to gain support for your issue

2. make requests

3. make the request specific and direct, preferably tied to current legislative activity

iv. Build a Relationship with Staff

1. staff can be very influential in getting your request honored by your elected official.

2. make every effort to establish relationships with staff and encourage them to use you as a resource in your area of expertise.

v. Follow Up!

1. send thank you letters after your meeting to express your appreciation and to reinforce any commitments made during the meeting

2. remember to honor any requests you made in the meeting such as providing more information

3. make ASCA aware of your contacts and/or any outcomes

vi. Talking Points

1. Thanks for making “National School Counseling Week” official /Senate passed S. Res. 16 / House passed H. Res. 56

vii. Please co-sponsor!!

1. Pathways to College Act

2. Student Non Discrimination Act (House)

3. Increased Student Achievement through Increased Student Support Act

g. “A Day On The Hill”

i. Role Play / “What to say” and “What not to say”

h. Talking Points in Response to Public Agenda Study: “Can I Get a Little Advice Here” / Richard Wong, ASCA Executive Director

i. The recent report (‘Can I Get a Little Advice Here”) by Public Agenda brings to light the challenges school counselors face and how those challenges ultimately affect students.  The report presents a good opportunity to effect substantial and needed change in the education system.

ii. The recent report reflects what we as school counselors have known for years, the serious shortage of school counselors threatens our ability to serve all students to the best of our abilities  The lack of meaningful interaction between students and school counselors is related to decreased enrollment in postsecondary education.

iii. Our job as school counselors is to help students improve academic achievement, career and postsecondary education planning and personal/social development for every student.  Unfortunately non-counseling duties often limit our ability to provide students with the assistance they need.  

iv. The facts are clear:  the ratio of students to school counselors is too high.  The recommended ratio is 250 students to one school counselor, but the current K-12 national average is 460 to 1 and in some districts, it’s as high as 1,000 to 1.

v. Through the ASCA and the state school counselor association, we will continue to work with policymakers, education leaders and other organizations to place more certified professional school counselors in our schools and to allow us to do what we were trained and hired to do.

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

I. General Session

a. What Your Congressional Staffers Need to Hear / Kirtley Fisher, Office of Rep. Langevin (D-RI)

b. Capital Hill Visits:

i. Senator Hagan’s Office

ii. Congressman Bob Ethridge / LD David Weinreich

iii. Senator Burr’s Legislative Assistant

iv. Virginia Foxx’s Legislative Assistant Erica Shrader

c. Capital Hill Reception and Debrief

