Advocacy Public Policy Institute 2010 Report
The 2010 APPI Conference held in Washington, DC was attended by our Co-Chair of the NCSCA Government Relations-Cecil Coates, our President Elect-Deirdre Williams and Emerging Leader-Stephen Kennedy. 
 

What's our purpose?  Our purpose is to provide a resource of information, data, and other materials designed to clarify and support the development and passage of school counselor related legislation on the local, state, and national level.

 

What's our goal?  Our goal this past month on Capitol Hill was to share the "School Counselor Message to Congress 2010".  This included:

 

1.  Thanks for passing "National School Counseling Week" (February 1-5, 2010).

2.  Continue to increase dedicated funding for the Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Program (ESSCP)

3.  Co-sponsor the Pathways to College Act (S 1129 / HR 2579)

4.  Co-sponsor the Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning Act (HR 4223)

5.  The "Student Non-Discrimination Act" (SNDA) (HR 4530)

6.  Increased Student Achievement through Increased Student Support Act (HR 1361 / S 538)


We provided our legislators with the following information: Counselor to Student ratios, The American School Counseling Association National Model Program, School Counselor Job Description, and our Personal Stories-MHS Data that included our School Profile (percentages of our students attending four-year & two-year colleges, SAT Data, AP Data), Student Services Closing the Gap-Smart Goals which included-Retention and Promotion.

 

Our visits included the offices of Senator Kay Hagan, Congressman Bob Etheridge, Congressman Howard Coble, Senator Richard Burr, Congressman Mel Watt, and Congresswoman Virginia Foxx.

 

One of the most interesting moments was when we got to attend the Committee Hearing "The Importance of a World-Class K-12 Education".  I have provided the document given to the press on March 9, 2010.  Please take a moment to read how are legislators are working on helping the United States get back to being number one in education.

 

Thanks and hope this sheds a little more light on how to promote our school counselors!!...North Carolina School Counselors ROCK!!
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