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The governor has now presented her budget to the legislature. It’s the earliest any governor has ever produced a budget. All signs point to an agreement that this short session will actually be a short session.  

* The total budget is $19.1 Billion.

* It calls for a total of $1 B in cuts for all state government.

* It assumes a little over $700 Million short fall of revenue generated.

* $7.5 B goes to K-12 schools.

* Public school cuts amount to 3.8 % 

Selected items recommended in the Governor’s Budget

* Compensate all school personnel for the furlough taken last year. It will be ½ of 1% of their salary. This will cost $62.5M.

* Teachers only will receive a step increase. Individuals at the top of their salary schedule will receive a bonus. The step will cost $55.1 M. The bonus will cost $5.9 M. The total is $62.5M.

* Other employees (not teachers and others on a state salary schedule tied to the teacher schedule) will receive a bonus 32 hours of annual leave. 
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Some Reductions

* Central Office 5% cut...5.4 M

* Assistant principal’s changes formula to 1:833...$8.9 M.

* Instructional Support Personnel...reduces allotment 2%...$7.1 M

* K Breakfast will only cover students who are eligible for free and reduced meals...cuts $2. 017 M.

Perhaps the most damaging thing for K-12 is the LEA Flexibility Reduction. There was an additional cut in the budget adopted last year of $304 M. The governor’s budget calls for an additional cut of $ 135M. That means a total of $439 M for next school year.

The proposed budget concluded that the current State Health Plan was sufficient and there was no need to change premiums or benefits. 

There were a few expansion items including:

* Student Diagnostic for grades K-3 and grade 5 for hand held diagnostic device for teachers, plus annual subscription software fees ...$38.9 M.

* Student Diagnostic for grades 8 and 11 Academic Boot Camp...$1.3 M.

* NCVPS (North Carolina Virtual Public Schools) $10.9 M.

* Drivers Education was restored to the continuation budget at $32,021,964 which is $1.3 M less than last year.

*K-3 teachers are again held harmless.

*Next step-Senate says they will pass their version of the budget May 20th.

