When Governor Perdue proposed a state budget for 2010-2011, we were alarmed to see a 7.1 million dollar cut in funding for instructional support personnel, including school counselors.  Last week, the NC Senate approved their version of the budget, which included a smaller, but still serious, 5 million dollar cut.

The NC House of Representatives will soon vote on their version of the state budget, possibly as early as June 3.  Please contact your state representative and help us save school counselors’ jobs.  You can use the following website to locate your representative:

http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/GIS/RandR07/Representation.html

You are welcome to use the following template when you write to your representative.  Thank you for your support!



Dear Representative [INSERT NAME],

As your constituent, I am asking that you support a state budget that protects funding for counselors in K-12 schools.  Governor Perdue’s proposed budget recommends a 7.1 million dollar reduction in funding for instructional support personnel, including school counselors. I am deeply concerned about the consequences of such a drastic cut.
In North Carolina, the average ratio of 366 students per counselor is already significantly above the ratio recommended by the American School Counselor Association (250:1).  Reducing the number of school counselors in this state would have serious consequences.  More students would be at risk of dropping out of school and fewer students would receive the support they need to succeed in their classes, graduate on time, and achieve their post-secondary goals.

[IF POSSIBLE, INCLUDE A BRIEF STORY ABOUT HOW YOU HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE TO A STUDENT]

I strongly encourage you to support a state budget that provides adequate funding for school counselors.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

[INCLUDE YOUR FULL NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION]

