School Counselor Success Tips for Legislator Day in Schools 

1. Review your school schedule closely that week so that you can avoid days that are not conducive to visitors (mid-term exams, field trips, etc.).

2. Notify your building administrator (principal/assistant principals) of the legislator’s visit and share that you are serving as a means for increasing lawmaker’s knowledge of developmental needs of students and how you as a school counselor work within a school, along with others in the school community to generate student success.

3. Send an email/letter confirming the legislator’s visit at your school (time/date) and provide a tentative schedule of what will occur within that hour to two-hour visit.

4. Carve out time to sit with the legislator and share information about your school counseling program (provide critical documents such as a curriculum action plan or master calendar of activities).  Highlight major issues you see with students that the counseling program is addressing.  Share any relative data that could assist the lawmaker’s understanding of how significant the issue is.

5. Provide a copy of the school improvement plan, and discuss how your program’s activities are supporting the mission of the school.

6. Arrange for an introduction time with the building administrators.

Ideas for Activities (this is a simple list of possible activities and your activities should be relative and meaningful based on your level and area)

1. Try to find a teacher who is open to a classroom visitor and would welcome the opportunity for him/her to sit in and participate with the class.

2. Arrange for a social studies class/group of students to engage in a civics lesson relative to how the lawmaker works at the general assembly.

3. Arrange for the lawmaker to have lunch and dialogue with students.

4. If the senator/representative is coming to campus near the end of the school day, arrange for a special after-school event for them to share the realities of school and their perspective of education.

5. Is there an assembly already arranged for that day?  Ask if your representative can bring greetings to the students.
6. Make a list of all activities occurring on the day of the visit and take an extended tour of the school while talking about the different types of programs happening.

7. Set up a time for teachers to meet and greet the legislator during the visit.

